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Introduction:  The National Policy on Education (NPE), 1986  has explained: 

“The concept of a „National System of Education‟ implies that, up to a given 

level, all students, irrespective of caste, creed, location or sex have access to 

education of a comparable quality. To achieve this end, the government will 

initiate funded programmes. Effective measures will be taken in the direction 

of the common school system recommended in 1968 policy”. 
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Common Educational structure: 

It envisages a common educational structure i.e. 10 + 2 + 3 which was recommended by Kothari 

Commission (1964-66). This structure has now been accepted in all parts of the country. Regarding the 

further break-up of first 10 years efforts will be made to move towards an elementary system comprising 

5 years of primary education and 3 years of upper primary followed by 2 years of High School. 

National Curricular Framework with a Common Core: 

The national system of education will be based on a national curricular framework which contains a 

common core along with other components that are flexible. The common core will include the history of 

India‟s freedom movement, the constitutional obligations and other content essential to nurture national 

identity. 

The following common scheme of studies has been suggested in the national curriculum framework: 

(i) One language at primary level and three languages at the upper primary and secondary level 

(ii) Mathematics 

(iii) Environmental studies—science and social sciences 

(iv) Work-experience/S.U.P.W., pre-vocational courses 

(v) Art education 

(vi) Health and physical education 

Equality of Opportunity of Education: 

To promote equality it will be necessary to provide for equal opportunity to all not only in access, but also 

in the conditions for success. Besides, awareness of the inherent equality of all will be created through the 

spectrum of core curriculum. The purpose is to remove prejudices and complexes transmitted through the 

social environment and the accident by birth. 

Minimum Levels of Learning: 

It will be laid down for each stage of education. This will ensure a comparable standard of education for 

each area of learning in the curriculum. This will serve as a reference in the development of instructional 


